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rOMMKNTS ON STATEMEN T OF REASONS f OR ALLOWANCE 



Sir, 



In an Office Action, mailed January 20. 2006. the Examiner indicated as allowable claims 
22 iind 33. Claims 22 and 33 leciied, inter alia, "a pad formed on the bousing with a perimeter 
thai corresponcis generally to the profile of the clip that is adjacent to ihe bousing when the cUp is 
attached to the housing." Claims 14-21 and 26-31 were subsequently amended to include the 
Umitations of claims 22 and 33. respectively, and thereafter allowed. 

With respect to the allowabUiiy of the claims 22 and 33, the Examiner stated: 

The following is a siaiemew of reasons for the mdicaiion of allowable subject 
matter of claims 22. 23, 33 and 34: The an of record considered as a whole 
alone or in corabination. neiiher an»icipaies nor fenden* obvious a hund beld 
device comprising a housing and a detachably mourned holding means, wherein a 
pad is forroed on the nousing wiih a penraeter ihai corresponds to ihe general 
profile of the clip adjacent the housing, for ihe purpose of providmg cushionmg 
10 the operator of ihe device when handling the device about the clip, as well as 
providmg a visual orientation of the clip on the housing of the device. 
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While AppUcanis agree that the subject matter recited in claims 22 and 33 is sufficient to 
distinguish a claim over the prior art. AppUcanis tespectliiUy submit thai the Examiner's 
statement of the purposes of the pad, to provide cushioning and visual orientation, should not and 
need not be incorporated into the claims. Ti» stated purposes are not recited in the allowed 
claims and are not necessary to render the claims allowable. 

Applicants respectfully submit that each of the allowed claims independently recites 
aUowable subject matter not anticipated by or obvious over the prior an. Because each claim 
recites Uraitations at least sufficient to distinguish over the prior an. Applicants do not believe 
thai the Examiner's reasons for aUowance should UnUt any claim beyond its specific language. 
AppUcanis beUcve that each claim need not recite or mcorporate the Examiner's suggested 
puiposes in order to be allowable. Rather, each claim is independently allowable because the 
prior an does not describe or suggest at least the features recited in that claim. 
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